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Introduction 

 “WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA”- These are the opening words of 
the Constitution of India. It is the resolve of the people of the 
Country to constitute a unique nation namely India or Bharat.  ��������
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It has been laid down in the Preamble of the Constitution that our 
aim is to constitute India into a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, 
Democratic, Republic and to secure to all citizens. Justice, Liberty 
and Equality and to promote fraternity among them.  

The three pillars of democracy- legislature, executive and 
judiciary ensure that the constitutional provisions are followed both 
in letter and spirit. It is futile to debate as to which of these three 
pillars of the democracy was supreme. The Legislature, Executive 
and Judiciary work in tandem for the success of democracy and are 
interdependent 

Awareness of the judicial system of our country and 
knowledge of laws enacted by the legislatures is essential for the 
progress and development of a person, community, state or country. 
In a progressive society like ours a person with little or no knowledge 
of law no matter what his educational qualifications are cannot be 
considered an asset to the society. As students it is very important 
that we have at least the basic knowledge of law. Ignorance of law is 
not an excusable defense in legal adjudications. The general 
presumption is that everyone should be aware of his/her legal rights 
and duties covered under various statutes. There are numerous 
statutes or Acts enacted both by the Parliament and the different State 
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Legislatures. It is not possible to know all the laws or to study every 
statute in the country in depth however, it is very important to keep 
oneself aware of the basic laws in the country. This book highlights 
some of the basic laws which we may relate to in our daily lives.  
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LESSON 1 

Judicial Courts in India 

Courts are the Integral part of the judicial system. In India, 
there is the Supreme Court, High Courts and subordinate Courts, 
according to the territorial or local Jurisdiction. These courts can also 
be classified as Constitutional Courts, Civil Courts and Criminal 
Courts according to the nature of subjects they deal with or the nature 
of functions entrusted.  

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

               

                                       

 

The Indian Judiciary has a Supreme Court established at the 
highest level. The Supreme Court of India is situated in New Delhi, 
the capital city of our nation. The Supreme Court of India is 
established in accordance with the provisions contained in Article 
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124 of the Constitution of India. The Supreme Court is the highest 
court in India as well as the supreme Constitutional Court. 

The Chief Justice of India is the Head of the Supreme Court 
and the senior most judge and there can be 30 other judges appointed 
by the President of India. A Judge appointed at the Supreme Court 
can hold office till he attains the age of 65 years. 

Powers of the Supreme Court. 

  The Supreme Court of India has its original jurisdiction with 
respect to the matters concerning enforcement of fundamental rights 
guaranteed under Part III of the Constitution of India. The Supreme 
Court has the powers to issue directions, orders and writs for the 
proper enforcement of fundamental rights. Justice is delivered by 
the Apex curt through its various benches, such as Division Benches, 
the Full Bench or the Constitutional Bench.  

HIGH COURTS IN THE STATE 

 

 

 

 

Gauhati High Court (Principal Seat) 

Article 214 of the Constitution of India mandates the 
establishment of a High Court for each state in India though in some 
states one High Court serves several States or a state and Union 
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Territories eg.  The Principal Seat of the Gauhati High Court is at 
Guwahati, Assam. Apart from the Principal Seat, the High Court has 
6(six) outlying Benches, viz, Kohima Bench for the State of 
Nagaland , Imphal Bench for the State of Manipur, Agartala Bench 
for the State of Tripura, Shillong Bench for the State of Meghalaya, 
Aizawl Bench for the State of Mizoram  and Itanagar Bench for the 
State of Arunachal Pradesh. The Gauhati High Court occupies a 
unique position of being a common High Court of seven States of 
North East India.).  Just recently i.e during the month of June 2012 
the President Pratibha Patil has given her formal approval for setting 
up separate high courts in three north eastern states – Tripura, 
Manipur and Meghalaya. 

The Judiciary in the State is headed by the Chief Justice of the High 
Court. The President of India is the authority appointing the Chief 
Justice and other Judges of the High Courts.  

 

Gauhati High Court Aizawl Bench 
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Powers of High Court  

The High Court in the State is empowered to deal with matters in 
connection with its Original Jurisdiction and Appellate Jurisdiction. 
Under Article 226 of the Constitution, the High Court is empowered 
to issue directions, orders or writs for enforcement of any of the 
fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution and also for any 

other purpose, under its original Jurisdiction. That means any party 
aggrieved by an action taken by the Government, its officers or the 
instrumentalities or the local authorities, can directly approach the 
High Court of local limits by filing a Writ Petition under Article 226.  

SUBORDINATE COURTS 

Subordinate courts in India are not entrusted with any 
constitutional function, as in the case of the Supreme Court or High 
Courts. According to the nature of disputes, either civil or criminal, 
the subordinate courts in Mizoram can be classified as follows. 

           District & Sessions Courts are the highest courts in the 
Districts. The District and Sessions Judge is the senior most Judicial 

      P 

District Court, Aizawl District 



 
 

7

Officer in the district. There is also the Additional District and 
Sessions Courts. At present there are two District and Sessions Courts 
in the state of Mizoram: i) Aizawl District and Sessions Court for 
Aizawl Judicial Districts and ii). Lunglei District and Sessions Court 
for Lunglei Judicial District. Aizawl Judicial District includes 
Aizawl, Kolasib Champhai, Mamit and Serchhip Districts, Lunglei 
Judicial District include Lunglei, Saiha, and Lawngtlai Districts .  

Cases of civil nature are heard in the Court of District Judge  
They try suits within their jurisdiction and also hear appeals from the 
courts of original civil jurisdiction in the districts vis a vis Additional 
District Judge . The Courts of Senior Civil Judge and Courts of Civil 
Judge are courts of original civil jurisdiction having pecuniary 
jurisdiction under the Mizoram Civil Courts Act.  

 Cases of criminal nature are heard in the Court of Sessions 
Judges. A Session Judge or Additional Sessions Judge may pass any 
sentence authorized by law; but any sentence of death passed by such 
a Judge shall be subject to confirmation by the High Court. Cases of 
criminal nature are also heard in the Court of the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate and Judicial Magistrate of first class. The court of Chief 
Judicial Magistrates may pass any sentence authorized by law except 
a sentence of death or of imprisonment or imprisonment for a term 
exceeding seven years. The court of Magistrate of the first class may 
pass a sentence of imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years 
or a fine not exceeding ten thousand rupees or of both.    

Additionally there is a system of Court of Executive 
Magistrate, in every District, to perform certain functions provided in 
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, such as the dispersal of unlawful 
assembly, maintenance of public order, prevention of public nuisance 
etc. 

LESSON 2 
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Constitutional Laws: 

In India, the Constituent Assembly adopted a comprehensive 
and basic legal scheme of the country on 26"1 November, 1949 and 
the Constitution of India, came into force on 26th January, 1950. India 
has a written and exhaustive constitutional law, which is the biggest 
in the world. The Constitution of India has the Preamble, 395 nos. of 
Articles enumerated from Part I to XXII with 12 Schedules in the end 
portion. The Constitution of India is the   basic and main source of 
law to all legislations in the country. It  contains the general policy of 
the Government of India like the constitution of the Parliament and 
State Legislatures, establishment of Union and State Judiciary, 
formation of the Cabinets with Prime Minister at the Centre and the 
Chief Minister at the State levels. ��
� ����������� ���	��
�� ���� ��
(������
���������������	
��
������������
�
����� ���������
������
�
����� ������� �
����
��� ��
� ������������� �
��� � �� ��
�)*
����	
� ���
��
�+��� ��� ��
� (�
���
��� ��� �
�� ������
� ,#� ��� �� 
� ����������� ���
����-� ��
� ������� ��� ��
� (������
�� ��� ��
� +��� � ������� ��� ��
�
(�
���
�� ��� ���� .���
�� /��� ��� ��
� ������� ��� �� ��
�� 0��1���
�����2������
�.���
������
�(
���
�03�/������2����� ���
�,$0"2������
�
��������������	��
���������
�
��������
��������� ����4����
��������
��
� (���
�4����
�� ��� ���� �
��� ��� ���� ��� ��	��
� �� 
� (�
���
�-� ����
������
*
����
����5�
��������������������
����� �
���	��
����
��
���

*
����	
� ���
�� ��� ����� 	
��
�� �� ��
� ������� ���4� ���
��� ����� ��
�
(���
�4����
����������
���  ��
�
������6�	
��������
��������
��������
������
�������
�(�
���
���6�	
���������
�.
����� ���
�����
������
�

*
����	
� ���
�� ��� ��
� ����
� ��� 	
��
�� �� ����� ��
� ������� ���



 
 

9

4����
����������
����
��4����
����������
�����	�� 
����
�6�	
������
��
� ��������
� ��� ��
� 
*
����	
� ��������� ��
� ���� ��� ��� ��
�
4����
��� ��� �� ����
� ��� ����
���	
��� �
�������
� �� � ��
� 3
�������	
�
���
����������
�����
�  

���
� ����������� ���������
�� �
�������	
� ���
��� �
 ��

�
(������
�� ��� ����
� �
��������
�� ��� �
�� ��
� ������ ��� 
���
�� �� ��
�
�
	
��� ���
���
� ��� ��
� ������������ ��
� �
������� � ���
��� 	
��� ��
��
� (������
��� ��
� �
������� �������
�
�� �
������ �
�� ��
� ����
��
+����
�������
��� . In India, there are hundreds of laws in force either 
enacted by the Central Legislature or the State Legislatures. There 
are a few other laws in force, namely, subordinate legislations, such 
as rules, regulations etc., made by the executive bodies according to 
the legislative scheme adopted by the Country. 

Part III of the Constitution deals with the Fundamental 
rights.  It also provides mechanisms for enforcement of such 
fundamental rights by empowering the Supreme Court under Article 
32 and the High Courts under Article 226 to issue directions, orders 
and writs to safeguard such rightss  
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                     The Civil Courts are entrusted with the task of 
adjudication of disputes of civil nature, like money disputes, 
boundary disputes, disputes with respect to properties like ownership 
and title, partition, performance of contract etc. Normally, a civil 
case, namely, 'civil suit' is to be instituted in the Court within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction the property under dispute is 
situated. 

 Thus when a dispute arises between two persons with respect 
to the title and ownership of a property or when a person fails to 
oblige to his contractual terms, he can file a civil suit in the 
appropriate court to establish his rights.  For violation of Civil Rights, 
damages and restitution can be awarded and in certain situations 
injunction orders can be issued by the court to compel a person to do 
certain things. There cannot be any corporal or penal punishments for 
violation of civil obligations except in execution of decree in certain 
cases. 

The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 is the codified law which 
prescribes   the procedure to be adopted in the court  in adjudication 
of disputes under civil laws                                           

                                       Criminal Laws 
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Criminal Courts are entrusted with adjudication of disputes of 
criminal nature, particularly with respect to offences committed 
against the human body, property, economic offences, statutory 
offences etc. The Indian Penal Code 1860 is an exhaustive statute 
containing five hundred elevem  sections which protects the body and 
property of every individual and the state.  There are various kinds of 
punishments depending upon the gravity of the wrong committed. 
Death sentence, imprisonment for life, rigorous imprisonment with 
hard labor, simple Imprisonment, forfeiture of property and 
imposition of fine are the various kinds of criminal punishments.  
Additionally, there are some other illegal actions, like committing 
'ragging' in educational institutions, compelling a child to do work, 
denying of minimum wages to workers, denying of maintenance to a 
child by the parents, violating of traffic rules, smoking in public 
places, riding and driving of vehicles after consumption of alcohol or 
by using mobile phones, riding two wheelers without wearing 
helmets etc, which are also treated as serious criminal offences and 
are punishable with imprisonment or fine or with both. 

 

LESSON 3 
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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

The  Part III of Constitution of India guarantees the citizen the 
Fundamental Rights and Part IVA also obliges the citizen to do 
certain duties enumerated in the Constitution. Very often we are more 
aware of our rights and ways to protect them and forget that we as a 
citizen of the country also have certain duties to perform. It is our 
inherent obligation towards the State to perform the duties as laid out 
in the Constitution. 

 

A. Fundamental Rights:  

Part III of the Constitution of India guarantees a person the 
fundamental rights, in various Articles, from Article 14 to Article 32. 
These rights are fundamental, because the guarantee of these rights 
reflects the importance of the objectives of the Constitution. The 
protection and enforcement of these rights are guaranteed in Article 
32 of the Constitution by approaching the Apex Court in the form of 
a writ.   

Article 14  Right to Equality : This right ensures every person, 
irrespective of the fact that he is a citizen or not, equality before law 
and also equal protection of law. Equality means not conceptual 



 
 

13

equality, but equality among equals only. Thus the like should be 
treated alike and not unlike alike. Similarly, equal protection only 
means, the right to equal treatment in similar circumstances. For 
example, a law may be enacted for special protection of women, 
special status can be granted to the tribal people by making 
provisions in a general statute etc.  

Article 15. Rights of non-discrimination :  Every citizen of India, 
has the right or privilege of non-discrimination from the State on the 
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them. 
The citizen has the right to access to shops, public restaurants, hotels 
and place of public entertainment. They have the rights to use wells, 
tanks, bathing ghats, roads and places of public resorts maintained 
wholly or partially out of the Government funds or dedicated to the 
use of the general public. Such a right to access or right to use cannot 
be denied to a citizen on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, 
place of birth or any of them. 

Article 16. Right to equal opportunity in employment or 
appointment:- Every citizen of India is entitled to equal 
consideration in public appointment and employments. However, it is 
open to the authority to lay down some conditions for employment 
and appointment for ensuring the efficiency or proper administration 
of the Government. The Government can fix the minimum 
qualifications or age limits for the public employment, which are only 
reasonable restrictions to ensure the quality of the post. However, 
there shall not be any discrimination on the ground of religion, race, 
caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of them. However 
making reservation in employment or appointment in favour of any 
backward class of citizens or making special reservations in matters 
of promotion to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes, are not 
prohibited in the Constitution.. 
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Article 17 Right against untouchability :- Untouchability was a 
social evil prevalent in our country, it’s practice in any form is 
forbidden and is made an offence punishable in accordance with law.. 

Article 18  Abolition of titles:  No titles except being a military or 
academic distinction is to be conferred to a person  by the State or by 
any foreign state .National awards like the Bharat Ratna, Padma 
Vibhushan , Padma Bhusan and Padma Shri a are however not titles. 

Article 19:- Right to Freedom : The objectives of the Constitution, 
the assurance of liberty and dignity of the individual, inspired the 
makers of the Constitution to guarantee-certain freedom to its 
citizens. Accordingly, Article 19 was framed by enumerating certain 
freedoms which are not absolute, but subject to the reasonable 
restrictions. 

The following are the six freedoms given to a citizen of India under 
Article 19: 

(a) Right to freedom of speech and expression 

(b) Right to assemble peaceably and without arms 

(c) Right to form associations or unions 

(d) Right to move freely throughout the territory of India 

(e) Right to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India 

(f) (omitted) 

(g)Right to practice any profession, or to carry on any   occupation, 
trade or business. 
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 The basic difference between the Fundamental Rights and  
the statutory rights provided in various Acts is that, a right created by 
a statute can be taken away by the Legislature who enacted such 
statute. But when a right is fundamental and subject to the grounds of 
reasonable restrictions provided in the Constitution, it cannot be taken 
away by the Legislature. 

Article 20 :  This article guarantees that no person can be convicted 
of an offence except for violation of law in force at the time of 
commission of the act nor can any penalty greater than under the law 
in force at the time of commission of the offence be given. No one 
can be persecuted or punished for the same offence more than once 
and no one can be compelled to be a witness against himself.  

 Article 21. Right to Life and Personal Liberty. Every person 
within the territory of India has the Right to life and personal liberty 
and such right or liberty shall not be denied except according to a fair, 
just and reasonable law, which is valid and enforceable.. 

Article 21A. Right to Education:  All children of the age of six to 
fourteen years have now been granted fundamental right to have free 
and compulsory education. The Right to Education Act 2009,  has 
now been enacted and implemented to ensure that all children of the 
age of six to fourteen years are given the compulsory education. 

Article 22 . Right to be informed about the grounds of arrest and 
right to consult the legal practitioner : The Constitution provides 
certain safeguards to an offender or persons arrested or detained in 
custody on the allegation of criminal charges. 1. Such persons are 
entitled to the right to consult a legal practitioner of their choice. 

 2. Every person who is arrested and detained in custody shall be 
produced before the nearest magistrate  within a period of twenty four 
hours of such arrest excluding the time necessary for the journey 
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from the place of arrest to the court.   These rights are guaranteed 
with specific purposes to make some safeguards to prevent the 
misuse of power by the Police authorities, or by law enforcement 
agencies. 

Article 23.Right against exploitation : Forced labour is prohibited 
under the Constitution of India. Trafficking in women and children 
for immoral or other purposes like prostitution, begging etc are 
prohibited and the person has the right against any kind of 
exploitation.  

Article 24. Right against child labour: Like forced labour, engaging 
children in hazardous employment is also prohibited under the 
Constitution. Thus no child below the age of 14 years shall be 
employed in any factory or mine or in any other industries, which are 
treated as hazardous. 

Article 25 to 28 deals with the Right to Freedom of Religion, 
Religious denominations, Freedom of dissociation from religious 
instructions 

Article 29 and 30.Right to conserve Cultural Rights and Minority 
Rights: These articles  guarantee four distinct rights to citizens and 
minorities to preserve the cultural and linguistic specialties of such 
groups. Any section of the citizens has the right to conserve their own 
language, script and culture. No citizen shall be denied admission 
into any educational institution maintained by the State or receiving 
aid out of State funds on grounds only of religion, race, caste, 
language or any of them. On the other hand, every linguist or 
religious minority has the right to establish and administer 
educational institutions of their choice. Additionally, the Constitution 
mandates right against discrimination in granting aid to educational 
institutions, on the ground that such institutions are managed by 
religious or linguistic minorities. 
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Article 32.Right to Constitutional Remedies: The Constitution not 
only guarantees the various fundamental rights, as discussed above, 
but also the right to remedy whenever a state action violates the 
exercise of fundamental rights. The right to move the Court where a 
fundamental right has been infringed is itself a fundamental right. 
When a fundamental right is infringed, the aggrieved person can 
approach the Supreme Court of India, by filing a petition for 
enforcement of the fundamental rights under Article 32(1). While 
considering such a complaint of violation of rights, the Supreme 
Court has the power to issue directions or orders or writs. Thus a 
person can approach the Apex Court for  an order in the form of writs 
i.e  

·  of habeas corpus (order for release of a detenue).,  
·  Writ of mandamus( issue directions to a public authority to 

perform their statutory or governmental obligations), 
·  Writ of  prohibition ( order to prevent a public officer  or 

lower court  from proceeding further,  
·  Writ of quo warranto( order to examine whether a person 

holding a public office has been validly appointed and 
·   Writ of certiorari( order  to quash  an offending order or 

proceedings of a public officer), for the enforcement of one's 
fundamental right. 

.. 

B. Fundamental Duties: 
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Originally, when the Constitution of India was framed in the year 
1949, there was no enumeration of Fundamental Duties in the 
Constitution. Thus, it was a fallacy to think, what the Constitution 
granted were rights and rights alone. However in 1976, the 
Constitution of India was amended by inserting Article 51A. It has 
come into force with effect from 3-1-1977. 

The following are our fundamental duties, the duties towards the 
nation and society to form a prosperous, civilized and developed 
India: 

 

  Fundamental duties.- 

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India- 

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideas and 
institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem;  

(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our 
national struggle for freedom; 

 (c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of 
India; 



 
 

19

(d) to defend the country and render national service when called 
upon to do so; 

(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood 
amongst all the people of India transcending religious, 
linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce 
practices derogatory to the dignity of women; 

(f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite 
culture; 

(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including 
forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have compassion for 
living creatures; 

(h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of 
inquiry and reform;  

(i)        to safeguard public property and to abjure violence; 

(j) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and 
collective activity so that the nation constantly rises to higher 
levels of endeavour and achievement. 

(k) who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for 
education to his child or, as the case may be ward between the 
age of six and fourteen years. 

LESSON 4 

PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS 
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Majority of the children are ignorant about their rights. There are no 
facilities or opportunities available to them for proper education with 
respect to their rights. A child has some inherent and basic rights but 
he has also certain duties and responsibilities towards his parents, 
teachers and society and to the nation at large. The term 'Child Rights' 
is an exhaustive term and includes the Children's Rights adopted by 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
20.11.1989. India is a signatory of the Convention. A child means 
every human being below the age of 18 years.  He/ she has the 
following rights under the Convention  

·  Inherent Right to Life State protection for survival and 
development; physical, mental,     spiritual, moral and social 
development. 

·  Right to get his birth registered, right to name and right to 
nationality. 

·  Right to live along with parents, except, when competent 
authorities determine otherwise.  

·  Protection from illicit transfer.  
·  Right to expression of views freely in matters affecting child. 
·   Right to have opportunity to be heard in any judicial and 

administrative proceedings, affecting the child.  
·  Right to freedom of expression and freedom to seek, receive 

and impart information and ideas, subject to restrictions. 

·   Right to freedom of association and peaceful assembly.  
·  Right to privacy. 
·  Right to full and decent life to mentally or physically disabled 

child.  
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·  Right to health, enjoyment of highest attainable standard of 
health, facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation 
of health. 

·  Right to primary education. 
·  Right to be protected from economic exploitation, protection 

from performing any hazardous work or works to interfere 
with the education of child. 

·  Right to be protected from inducement, coercion and also 
from exploitative use in prostitution, unlawful sexual 
practices, pornographic performances. 

·  Right to protection from torture, cruelty, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment. 

The Government of India has also adopted the National 
Charter for Children to reiterate its commitment to the cause of the 
children in order to see that no child remains hungry, illiterate or sick. 
The Charter intends to secure for every child its inherent right to be a 
child and enjoy a healthy and happy childhood, to address the root 
causes that negate the healthy growth and development of the 
children, and to awaken the conscience of the community in the 
wider societal context to protect children from all forms of abuse, 
while strengthening the family, society and the Nation.  

 The Commission of Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005 
provides for constitution of a National level and State level 
Commissions for the protection of Child Rights. As per the Act, there 
shall be a National Commission constituted by the Central 
Government with a Chairperson and six other members. The State 
Commissions shall also have identical constitution. Such 
commissions have the power to enquire into the violation of child 
rights and recommend initiation of proceedings in appropriate cases. 
The Commissions have the power to inquire into the complaints and 
to take suo moto actions in matters relating to deprivation and 
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violation of child rights, non implementation of laws providing for 
protection and development of child etc. 

The Act also provides for establishment of Children Courts to ensure 
speedy trial of offences against the Children and in cases relating to 
the violation of child rights. 

LESSON 5 

JUVENILE JUSTICE AND CARE AND PROTECTION OF 
CHILDREN 

 

It is the primary responsibility of the Government to ensure that all 
the needs of the children are met and their basic human rights are 
fully protected. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2000 is enacted with some special provisions to 
provide for proper care and protection to the children 

         Some of the salient features of the Act are 

·  A person who has not completed the age of 18 years is a 
juvenile or child under the Act 
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·   Constitution of Juvenile Justice Board : When a juvenile is 
arrested on the allegation of committing an offence, he/she is 
not an accused but a juvenile in conflict with law, that a 
juvenile is not liable to be punished, like an adult offender but 
is to be produced before the Juvenile Justice Board. District 
level Juvenile Justice Boards have been constituted to deal 
exclusively with the matters relating to children, under the 
Act.  A Judicial Magistrate in the District, who has special 
knowledge or training in child psychology or child welfare, is 
the Chairperson of the Board along two other members at 
least one member should be a women. Other members are 
appointed among social workers, who have been actively 
involved in health, education or welfare activities pertaining 
to children for at least seven years. 

·  It is for the Board to hold an enquiry and the Board is 
empowered to pass such orders in accordance with law. 
Normally such enquiry has to be concluded within 4 months 
of its commencement, unless there is sufficient cause for 
extension of time. 

·   A juvenile offender is entitled for bail, if he is found involved 
in an offence, and on granting bail, such Juvenile shall be 
released on ball with or without surety. If the police officer or 
the Board refuses to grant bail to a Juvenile, it is their duty to 
keep the juvenile in Observation Home or in any other Safe 
Place, as provided under the Act.  

·  An arrest of a juvenile shall be informed to his father or 
guardian, by the police officer effecting arrest. 

·  On conclusion of the enquiry by the Board, he can be dealt 
with only as per the provisions of Section 15 of the Act thus 
the JJB can pass the following orders: 
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�  The Board can allow the juvenile to go home after advice or 
admonition and after giving counseling to the Juvenile along 
with his parent or guardian.  

�  The Board is empowered to direct the juvenile to participate 
in group counseling and community services.  

�  The Board can impose fine and direct the parent to remit the 
fine. If the juvenile is above the age of 14 and earns an 
income, the Board can order the juvenile to remit the fine. 

�   The Board can release the juvenile on probation of good 
conduct on executing a bond by the parent or guardian or 
other person, for ensuring good behavior or well being of the 
juvenile. 

�   In appropriate cases, the Board is empowered to make an 
order directing the juvenile to be sent to a Special Home. 

·  A juvenile shall not be sentenced to death or life 
imprisonment or send to prison. 

·   In appropriate cases, on receipt of the report from the Board, 
the authorities of the State Government can issue orders to 
detain the juvenile, in protective custody in appropriate 
places.  

·  The Act prohibits publication of name and other details of a 
juvenile or details of proceedings initiated against the juvenile 
in newspapers, magazines or visual media.          
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·  Constitution of Child Welfare Committee: Child Welfare 
Committees are also constituted in every district under 
section 29 of the Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection of 
Children) Act , 2000 which constitutes of a Chairperson and 
four other members one of whom at least should be a women. 

A child in need of care and protection as defined under the Act  

1) who is found without any home or settled place or abode and 
without any ostensible means of subsistence, 

2) who is found begging, or who is either a street child or a working 
child, 
3) who resides with a person (whether a guardian of the child or not) 
and such person- 

(a) has threatened to kill or injure the child and there is a 
reasonable likelihood  of the threat being carried out, or 

(b) has killed, abused or neglected some other child or 
children and there is a reasonable likelihood of the child 
in question being killed, abused or neglected by  that 
person. 

4) who is mentally or physically challenged or ill children or children 
suffering from terminal diseases or incurable diseases having no one 
to support or look after, 
5) who has a parent or guardian and such parent or guardian is unfit 
or incapacitated exercise control over the child, 

6) who does not have parent and no one is willing to take care of 
or 

7) whose parents have abandoned or surrendered him or 
8) who is missing and run away child and whose parents cannot 

be found after reasonable  inquiry, 
9) who is being or is likely to be grossly abused, tortured or 

exploited for the purpose of sexual abuse or illegal acts, 
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10) who is found vulnerable and is likely to be inducted into drug 
abuse or trafficking, 

11) who is being or is likely to be abused for unconscionable 
gains. 

12) who is victim of any armed conflict civil commotion or 
natural calamity; 

·  Children in need of care and protection can be produced before 
the Child Welfare Committee and the Committee shall have 
final authority to dispose of the cases for the care, protection, 
treatment, development and rehabilitation of the children as 
well as to provide for their basic needs and protection of their 
human rights.  

·   The children in need of care and protection are sent to 
Children’s Homes established by the State or voluntary 
organizations during the pendency of any inquiry and 
subsequently for their care, treatment, education,. training, 
development and rehabilitation  

  The Act also deals with other areas of child protection by providing 
penal provisions in cases of 

1.cruelty to juvenile/ child, which is likely to cause unnecessary 
mental or physical suffering 

2. employment of a Juvenile/child in begging 

3. providing them intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs 

4. exploitation of Juvenile/ child by employing them in hazardous 
employment etc. 

LESSON 6 
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PROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

The Child Marriage Prohibition Act of 2006 prohibits such marriages 
where one of the parties is a child                                                                          

This Act was enacted by the Parliament by repealing the old Act, The 
Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929'. A boy who has not completed 21 
years of age or a girl who has not completed the age of 18 years is 
considered a child under the Act. 

In a marriage, when either of the party is a child, it is considered to be 
a child marriage. Such a marriage is void at the option of the child 
and the District Court having appropriate jurisdiction has the power 
to annul or declare nullity of such marriage on a petition filed by the 
aggrieved party to the marriage. Such a petition shall be filed at any 
time within 2 years of attaining majority. 

The punishments for a male adult marrying a child shall be rigorous 
imprisonment upto 2 years or fine up to one lakh rupees or both. 

The punishment for solemnizing a child marriage in the form of 
performing the child marriage or abetting in any form shall be liable 
to the same punishment unless he proves that he had reasons to 
believe that the marriage was not a child marriage. 
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On an application filed by the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer or 
on receipt of a complaint regarding child marriage, the Judicial 
Magistrate First Class in the local area has the power to order 
prohibition of such child marriage under the Act. Government is 
empowered under Section 16 of the Act to appoint such Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officers to prevent solemnization of child 
marriage by taking appropriate legal actions and also to propagate on 
the evils of child marriage in the society. 

LESSON 7 

PROHIBITION OF CHILD LABOUR 

                                  

An employer is prohibited from employing a child, who has 
not completed his 14th year of age, in certain areas of work and 
occupations. The Schedule appended with Child Labour (Prohibition 
and Regulation) Act, 1986 enumerates such occupations and process 
of works. Occupation connected with different activities of railways, 
like transport of passengers, goods or mails; cinder picking, clearing 
of an ash pit or building operation in the railway premises; work in a 
catering establishment at a railway station, involving the movement 
of a vendor from one platform to another or into or out of a moving 
train; work relating to the construction are some of the areas where 
child labour is prohibited. Child labour is also prohibited in ports, 
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works relating to selling of crackers and fireworks and slaughter 
houses. 

Child labour is prohibited in manufacturing processes using toxic 
metals and substances such as lead, mercury, manganese, chromium, 
cadmium, benzene, pesticides and asbestos. Employers are also 
prohibited from employing children in hazardous processes and 
dangerous operations in a factory. 

The Act also requires that no child shall be required to do work 
overtime or between 7 pm to 8 am in the areas of non-prohibited 
occupations and work. A continuous work of more than three hours is 
prohibited and the child is entitled for rest for at least one hour if his 
work extends for three hours. A child is entitled to get a holiday of 
one whole day in each week. There shall be an Officer called 
Inspector to supervise the requirements of the Act. Any violation of 
the provisions of the Act is an offence punishable with imprisonment, 
subject to nature of the offences committed by the violator. 12thJune 
has been declared as The World Day Against Child Labour.              

 

                                        LESSON 8 
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PROHIBITION OF SMOKING 

 

 Smoking is injurious to the health of not only the smoker but also to 
the health of the neighbour. Hence public Smoking is a nuisance to be 
controlled by regulation. In 2003, the Parliament enacted the. 
Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition,of Advertisement 
and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and 
Distribution) Act’ to prohibit the advertisement of and to provide for 
regulation of trade and commerce of cigarettes and tobacco products.  

·  ‘As per section 4 of the Act, Smoking in a public place is 
prohibited. The Act also mandates the establishment of a 
separate area for smoking in restaurants and hotels. The 
offence of public smoking is liable to be punished with a fine 
of upto Rs.200/-. 

·  As per the Act, the sale or offer for sale of cigarette or other 
tobacco products to a person below the age of 18 years is 
prohibited 

·  Moreover, such sale within a radius of 100 yards of any 
educational institution is also prohibited. A trader or any other 
person who violates such prohibition is also liable to be 
punished with a fine of upto Rs. 200/-. 
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  In 2008, the Government of India also  framed the 'Prohibition of 
Smoking in Public Places Rules' which has come in to force from 2-
10-2008 to ensure proper implementation of the prohibition. This is a 
rule framed as per the provisions of the Cigarettes and other Tobacco 
Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and 
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003. The 31st 
of May has been declared  as ‘Anti Tobacco Day’ observed every 
year  

As per the Rule, it is the duty of the owner, proprietor, 
manager or supervisor who is incharge of the affairs of the public 
place, to ensure that there is no smoking in such places. A public 
place is defined as any place to which the public has access whether 
as of right or not. Some examples of a public place are;  

�  an auditorium,  
�  hospital building, 
�  amusement centers 
�   railway waiting rooms,  ,                    
�   restaurants, 
�   public offices,  
�  court buildings,  
�  educational institutions  
�  libraries,  
�  public conveyance such as trains,  
�  buses and airplanes.  
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Normally, all the places which are visited by the general 
public which are not open spaces are treated as public places.  

It is required under the Rules, to exhibit a board showing the 
prohibition of smoking in public places.  The Rules also prohibit the 
keeping of ashtrays, matches, lighters or other things designed to 
facilitate smoking in public places. 

As per the Rules, certain authorities or officers are authorized 
to take actions for the proper functioning of the prohibition. Section 
25 of the Act provides for detention of an offender by the officers and 
incase of detention, the offender shall forthwith be taken before the 
Magistrate for further actions. As per Rule 5, the notified officers-are 
empowered to impose and collect fine for the offence of public 
smoking. 

 All Gazetted Officers of the Central and State Government 
are empowered to impose and collect fine, if public smoking is found 
in Government Offices. Principals/ Head Masters/ Teachers are the 
empowered authorities to implement the provisions of the Act in their 
educational institutions. The Director of Public Health and the Nodal 
Officers of the Anti-Tobacco cell also have the power to proceed 
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under  the Act, in all public places, to impose and collect fine from 
the offenders.  

 

LESSON 9 

CYBER CRIMES 

The growth of Information Technology has increased the 
importance of computers, internet, and electronic devices like 
mobiles and I phones in the society. Dependence on the IT facilities 
has' significantly resulted in a dynamic and fast, growing information 
pathway in the business field as well as in the field of education. 
Alternatively it also opens a new species of crime called 'Cyber 
Crimes'.  

 



 
 

34

Generally speaking, any illegal activity committed by using the 
computer can be termed as a 'Cyber Crime'. Nowadays, such crimes 
committed by using a computer or network are common in the IT 
field. Cyber wrongs may be committed against a person or an 
organization or even against the Government. Since cyber crimes are 
transnational in nature, they have proved to be a headache for the law 
enforcement agencies who deal with such cyber crimes. There are 
different kinds of cyber crimes done on the internet. 

The privacy of an individual may be affected by a third party when he 
uses the internet. His activities may be put under surveillance, his 
computer may be hacked or there may be a virus attack on his work 
or websites. 

Stalking is another type of crime done using the internet. Distribution 
of pirated software, violating the laws on Intellectual Property Rights, 
causing nuisance by spamming and circulation of pornographic 
scenes or videos are the major types of cyber crimes often committed 
using the internet. 

Crimes committed using the computer and its accessories are also 
very common in the modern society. Criminals commit such crimes 
by the aid of computers, mobile phones, scanners, digital cameras and 
other electronic devices. Image morphing, circulation of defamatory 
comments/ threats through mobile phones, taking photographs 
without consent and consistent blackmailing may be some other 
examples. 

The Parliament of India enacted the Information Technology Act in 
2000, framing uniform regulations in the field on electronic 
governance, e-commerce and information technology. Under the Act 
certain violations are treated as serious crimes and offenders are 
liable to penal actions. 
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Tampering with a computer by destroying/altering its source 
code or programme is a crime punishable with imprisonment up to 3 
years or with fine upto Rs. 2 lakhs or with both. 

Hacking of a computer which causes damage to public 
property or to any person by destroying, deleting or altering any 
internal information is a crime which is also punishable with 
imprisonment up to 3 years or with fine upto Rs. 2 lakhs or with both.  

Publishing and circulating obscenity in electronic form is a 
serious offence punishable with imprisonment for a term of upto 5 
years and with fine upto Rs. 1 lakh, when an offender commits the 
crime on the first occasion. However when he commits the crime on a 
second or subsequent occasion, he is liable to punishment with 
imprisonment for a term of upto 10 years and with fine upto Rs. 2 
lakhs. The Act also empowers a Police Officer to enter into a public 
place to conduct search and to effect arrest without warrant, if such 
officer has reasonable suspicion of the commission of any offence 
under the Act. 

LESSON 10 

9. PROTECTION AND MAINTENANCE OF SENIOR CITIZENS 

AND PARENTS. 
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It is the responsibility of all persons to look into the welfare of  our 
parents and grandparents during their old age. It is unfortunate that 
we often we hear about the ill-treatment of or abandoning of parents 
and senior citizens, by their children, grand children and relatives.   

The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 
2007, in short, the Senior Citizens Act, 2007 deals with the prime 
responsibility for the maintenance of parents by their children, grand 
children or relatives, who may possibly inherit the property of a 
senior citizen. This is an endeavor by the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment to curb the harassment of parents and senior 
citizens by their relatives. 1st October has been declared  as ‘Senior 
Citizen’s Day’is also observed all over this country.  

The Act  enables the parents, who are unable to maintain themselves 
through their own earnings or if the income from their properties is 
insufficient, to apply for maintenance, which may include provision 
for proper food, shelter, clothing and medical treatment, from their 
adult children, which includes son, daughter, grandson and grand 
daughter. The parents and senior citizens are entitled to get all the 
protection which is necessary to lead a normal life. 

The Act aims to protect parents, who include biological, adoptive, 
step mothers and step fathers who need not be senior citizens. 

A senior citizen, who is sixty years and above and does not have a 
child, can claim maintenance from the relatives who are in possession 
of or are likely to inherit his/her property. The monthly maintenance 
amount may go up to Rs.10, 000/-. 

There is a Tribunal for adjudicating and deciding upon the order of 
maintenance and the Tribunal is headed by an officer not below the 
rank of Sub-Divisional Officer. Such Tribunals have the power to 
take its own proceedings to adjudicate a complaint. There is an 
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Appellate Tribunal to hear the complaints against an order passed by 
the Tribunal and such appellate tribunals are presided over by an 
officer not below the rank of District Magistrate, 

The Act also makes it an obligation for the State Governments to 
establish old-age homes, at least one in a District, to assist the senior 
citizens, who do not have sufficient means to maintain themselves. 

It is important to note that after the commencement of the Act, certain 
transfers of property made by a senior citizen are void at the option of 
such persons. 

If a senior citizen has transferred his property by way of gift or 
otherwise, on a condition that the transferee shall provide the basic 
amenities and physical needs for him and the transferee refuses or 
fails to provide it, the Tribunal has the power to declare the transfer 
as void. 

The Act also provides for stringent punishment in cases of 
abandoning of senior citizens and in such cases the offender is liable 
to be punished with Imprisonment for upto 3 months or fine upto 
Rs.5000/- or with both. 
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                                    LESSON 11 

PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

 

 

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 
,2005, has been passed keeping in view the rights guaranteed under 
the Articles 14 (Right to equality),Article 15 (Right against 
discrimination) and Article 21 ( Right to life and liberty) of the Indian 
Constitution. It aims to protect the women from being a victim of 
domestic violence by providing for economic and physically shelter 
under the civil law and to prevent occurrence of domestic violence in 
the society. Some of the distinctive features of the Act are :-   

�  It deals with violence against women in the role they play in 
the household as a wife, mother, daughter, sister , mother -in-
law  and grand-mother. 

�  Violence means physical abuse, sexual abuse, verbal and 
emotional abuse and economic abuse. 

�  Complaint of domestic violence can be filed by neighbours, 
social workers or even relatives on behalf of the victim 
Protection officers and Service Providers in assisting the 
victim and the court during trial is of significant importance  
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�  The aggrieved person can approach the court for the 
following reliefs :- 

�  Residence orders : One of the most important features of 
the Act is the woman’s right to secure housing. The Act 
provides for the woman’s right to reside in the 
matrimonial or shared household, whether or not she has 
any title or rights in the household. This right is secured 
by a residence order, which is passed by a court. These 
residence orders cannot be passed against anyone who is a 
woman 

�  Protection Orders ; The other relief envisaged under the 
Act is that of the power of the court to pass protection 
orders that prevent the abuser from aiding or committing 
an act of domestic violence or any other specified act like 
entering a workplace or any other place frequented by the 
abused, attempting to communicate with the abused, 
isolating any assets used by both the parties and causing 
violence to the abused, her relatives and others who 
provide her assistance from the domestic violence. If the 
victim/ abused is a child then the abuser can even be 
prevented from entering the school of the child. 

�  Monetary Relief: The court may grant monetary relief to 
meet the expenses incurred and losses suffered by the 
aggrieved person and any child of the aggrieved person as 
a result of domestic violence. 

�   Custody Orders: The court may also grant temporary 
custody of the children to the aggrieved/ abused wife and 
if found necessary may grant only visiting rights to the 
respondent. 
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�  Marital or relationship counselling is another very important 
aspect of the Act. Under this, the magistrates will appoint 
counsellors who would try to resolve the matter by making 
both the parties interact with each other in a stress-free 
atmosphere 

�  The Magistrate is required to dispose of the cases of domestic 
violence within a limited time i.e within a period of sixty days 

�  Role of Protection Officers and Service Providers; Protection 
officers and Service Providers play a significant role in the 
successful implementation of the Act. An aggrieved person or 
any person may approach the protection officers or service 
providers to report an incident of domestic violence.. Who in 
turn may perform the following duties; 

�  Make a report of incident of Domestic Violence to the 
Magistrate. 

�  Make an application to the Magistrate seeking protection 
for the aggrieved. 

�  Maintain a list of service providers who in turn will 
arrange safe shelter for the aggrieved if so required and 
also get the aggrieved medically examined and submit the 
report to the protection officer if she has sustained 
injuries. 

�  ensure that legal aid is provided to the aggrieved if found 
necessary.. 

�  Ensure that the monetary relief granted by the Magistrate 
is complied with and duly executed.  
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Breach of a protection order is a cognizable offence and non – 
bailable and punishable with a fine upto Rs. 20000/- or 
imprisonment upto one year or both. 

LESSON 12 

PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT 

 

We will fail to exist in the absence of Air, water and soil 
which must be kept out of impurities for a pollution free atmosphere. 
Nuisance from sound must be reduced and natural resources shall be 
used with utmost care. We are bound to safely entrust the globe to the 
next generation and environmental laws are made for preserving the 
globe. A day i.e  5th June has been declared as Word Environment  
Day  and given due importance every year since. The world cannot 
ignore the importance of preserving a healthy environment and 
pollution free atmosphere.  
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 The Indian Constitution in its Directive Principles under article 48A 
and Article 51A (g) states that the “State shall endeavour to protect 
and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and 
wildlife in the country” and “to protect and improve the natural 
environment including forests, lakes and rives and wildlife, and to 
have compassion for the living creatures”. There after various Acts 
was enacted by the Govt. for the protection of our environment. 

  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act of 1974 was 
enacted for the prevention and control of water pollution and to 
maintain and restore the purity of water. Central and State Pollution 
Control Boards are constituted as per the Act to promote and ensure 
the cleanliness of streams and wells by making appropriate remedial 
measures for preventing pollution. As per the law on water pollution, 
nobody shall be allowed to drain waste water towards any running 
water without permission from the Pollution Control Board. Draining 
of rain water to a river by mixing it with industrial chemicals is also 
water pollution. Requirement of license for starting an industry from 
the Pollution Control Board is one of the mechanisms to regulate 
water pollution under the Act. The Act also mandates to establish 
effluent treatment plants for purifying industrial waste water. If the 
provisions of the Act are violated by an industry, the Board is 
empowered to order shut down of such industry 

The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1981, amended in 
1988, was enacted to provide for the prevention, control and 
abatement of air pollution. Presence of air pollutants in the 
atmosphere such as any solid, liquid or gaseous substance including 
noise which are present in the atmosphere which are injurious to 
human beings or other living creatures or plants or property or 
environment amounts to air pollution under the Act. Air pollution 
occurs mainly due to the smoke and gas discharges from heavy 
industries and discharge of smoke by motor vehicles. The activities of 
the industrial concern are regulated by the supervision of Pollution 
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Control Board. Consent of the Board is also required for setting up of 
an industry. Generating noise beyond the particular decibel amounts 
to noise pollution. This is also regulated under the air pollution laws. 
The Boards constituted under the Water (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974 has the additional powers to improve the quality 
of air and to prevent, control and abate air pollution. 

The Parliament of India enacted the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, 
amended in 1988 to prevent deforestation since it was found that the 
large scale activities of deforestation causes ecological imbalance in 
the country. As per the Act, use of any forest land for any non-forest 
purpose is regulated and the assignment of forest land to private 
person is controlled. The Act also requires the State Government to 
maintain the reserve forests, subject to the guidelines of the Central 
Government 

. 

The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 provides for the protection of 
animals and plants. The lists of protected wild animals and plants are 
scheduled in the Act itself. Animals like elephants, lions, deer, 
monkeys, rhinoceros and birds like peacock, parrot, hornbill etc are 
enumerated in the Schedule. 
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                          In 1986, the Environment Protection Act was enacted 
to provide for protection and improvement of environment in general, 
and which requires the Central Government to take all measures for 
the protection and improvement of quality of the environment. The 
Act also provides mechanisms for preventing, controlling and abating 
environmental pollution. The environment is defined as to include 
water, air and land. The industries and the persons handling the 
hazardous substances are required under the Act to maintain the 
standards and safe guards to control environmental pollution. Any 
activity of polluting the environment is a penal offence under the Act 
which attracts severe punishments including imprisonment up to a 
term of 5 years. 

These Acts for the protection of our environment will be 
effective only if we develop an environmental culture by educating 
ourselves, about the importance of non-polluted environment. We 
should report the instances of environmental pollution to the 
authorities, timely and properly, for the effective control and 
regulation of pollution of water, land and air.    

                       

 

LESSON 13 

LEGAL AID AND LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITIES 

Article 39A of the Constitution, mandates the State to provide free 
legal aid by making suitable legislation or schemes to ensure 



 
 

45

opportunities for securing justice to the economically, socially and 
educationally disabled persons. Accordingly, the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987 was enacted to constitute Legal Services 
Authorities to provide free and competent legal services to the 
weaker sections of the society. 

There are different kinds of Legal Services Authorities constituted 
under the Act. 

There is a National Legal Services Authority at the highest level. The 
Chief Justice of India is the Patron-in-Chief of the National 
Authority. It has an Executive Chairman who is or was a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of India and such other members with a Member 
Secretary. 

There are State Legal Services Authorities in each State with the 
Chief Justice of the High Court as the Patron-in-Chief and a serving 
or retired Judge of the High Court as the Executive Chairman. The 
State Authority has a Member Secretary, who is of the District Judge 
cadre and such other members nominated by the State Government in 
consultation with the Chief Justice of the High Court. In the Mizoram 
there is Mizoram State Legal Services Authority has been constituted 
since 1995.  

In every District, there is a District Legal Services Authority 
headed by the District Judge as its Chairman. There are other 
members in the District Authority and the Secretary of the District 
Legal Services Authority should not be below the rank of a civil 
judge of the state judicial service and other members nominated by 
the Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of the High 
Court. In Mizoram, District Legal Services Authorities have been 
established in all the eight districts. 
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In addition to these, there are Legal Services Committees in the 
Supreme Court and all the High Courts. There are also Sub 
Divisional Legal Services Committees in every Taluk (Sub Division 
of the Districts) to render legal services to eligible persons. Sub 
Divisional Legal Services Committees not yet established in 
Mizoram.  

Legal Services Authority under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 
1987 conducts the following Activities - 

�  Provide free legal aid / legal services to those persons 
mentioned under section 12 of the Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987 

�  Spread legal awareness amongst litigating public and public at 
large on various issues of social and legal importance. 

�  Organising Lok Adalats for settlement of pending cases as 
well as disputes which have not be brought before the court. 

�  Providing free legal aid to the prisoners and  undertrials. 

 An eligible person can approach the Legal Services Authorities and 
Legal Service Committees of respective jurisdiction to get legal 
services of an Advocate in Panel to conduct their cases or to avail 
legal advice under the law. 

The following persons are entitled to free legal services under section 
12 of the  Act: 

1) A member of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe. 
2) A beggar or a victim of trafficking in human beings 
3) A woman or a child. A mentally ill or otherwise disabled 

person 
4) A victim of mass disaster, ethnic violence, caste atrocity, 

flood, drought, earthquake or industrial disaster. 
5) An industrial workman 
6) A person in custody: 
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i. in a protective home under the provisions of Immoral 
Traffic (Prevention) Act,1956. 

ii. in a Juvenile Home under the provisions of the Act 
dealing with Juvenile Justice. 

iii.  in a Psychiatric hospital or Psychiatric Nursing Home 
under the provisions of Mental Health Act, 1987. 

The expression 'legal services' include rendering advices on legal 
issues and also rendering services in conducting cases or other legal 
proceedings.  

The Act authorizes to constitute Lok Adalats to determine and to 
arrive at a compromise or settlement of litigation between the parties, 
either already pending or initiated as a fresh one. Such Lok Adalats 
are presided over by serving or retired Judicial Officers and such 
other persons, as may be decided by appropriate authorities or 
committees. 

A Court may refer a pending litigation to the concerned Lok Adalat,  
if one of the parties to the litigation makes an application or all the 
parties jointly make an application. 

The Court may make such referrals if it is satisfied that there are 
chances of such settlement or the matter is an appropriate one to be 
taken cognizance of by the Lok Adalat. The Lok Adalat can dispose 
of the matter by arriving at a compromise or settlement between the 
parties. But if no settlement is arrived at, then the Lok Adalat may 
return the case to the Court from which the case was referred. 

In fresh matters, if the dispute is not settled at the Lok Adalat, it shall 
advice the parties to seek remedy in a Court of Law. Every award of 
the Lok Adalat shall be final and binding on the parties to the dispute 
and has the equal force of a decree of a Civil Court or an order of the 
Court which referred the case to the Lok Adalat. 
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The Act also provides for constitution of Permanent Lok Adalats for 
exercising jurisdiction in respect of one or more public utility 
services, like transport services for carriage of passengers or goods by 
air, road or water; postal, telegraph or telephone services; supply of 
power, light or water to the public; services in hospitals and 
dispensaries; insurance service, public conservancy and sanitation 
services etc. 

 In addition to the legal services, the Legal Services 
Authorities are taking up the endeavours for dispensing basic legal 
education and legal literacy to the different classes of the society like 
students, women etc. by holding legal literacy camps and campaigns 
at different places to aware and enlighten the public of their legal 
rights from time to time. Para Legal Volunteers  are volunteers from 
the public who are trained to give legal service in whatever capacity 
they are capable of . Legal Aid Clinics as per the NALSA 
Regulations  have also been  established all over the country so that 
the people event from the remote villages will have access to legal 
service  and  Access to Justice  becomes a reality for al.l   

 

                           

         


